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into effect the next day. Under the terms of this Mudros
Agreement (Select Document 14), the Turks were granted
an armistice rather than an unconditional surrender."
The terms, prepared by an Allied naval officer, may be
criticised for inadequate handling of a conquered nation,
a land rather than a sea power. Noteworthy was the
failure to provide for any immediate surrender of equip-
ment, arms, and ammunition. Article 7 gave the Allies
"the right to occupy any strategic points in the event
of any situation arising which threatens the security of
the Allies." But the Armenian provinces must have
been thought to have an outside status, for Article 23
provides, "In case of disorder in the six Armenian
vilayets, the Allies reserve for themselves the right to
occupy any part of them.'7 What actually happened
after the Mudros Armistice was the occupation by the
Allies (British, French, and Italians) of Constantinople
and the leading coast cities of the eastern Mediterranean.
The British, in addition, had large forces which had been
operating in the region south of the Taurus and the Anti-
Taurus. The Armenian country was left to the mercies
of the more or less disbanded Ottoman forces)
/The Allied and Associated Powers believed that
they had achieved their war aims in the Near East;
namely, the wresting of European territory from the
Turks and the liberation of the Armenians. The Turks
knew that they were completely defeated and were not
prepared to offer opposition to whatever terms might be
imposed upon them. Absolutely dejected and fatalistic,
they believed that their situation was the expressed will
of Allah. They had suffered heavy casualties especially
at the time of the Eussian advance: their losses were
436,924 dead and as many wounded. The civilian popu-
lation had suffered great hardships; and the former
leaders, Enver Pasha, Talaat Pasha and Jemal (Djemal)
Pasha had fled. The country was wholly disorganized)

